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Why the Weight of Athletics Was Reduced

for Undergraduate Admissions

Emily Yu
News

In an email to the Caltech
community on September 5,
2024, Professors Kevin Gilmar-
tin and Gil Refael announced
two changes to the Institute’s
undergraduate admissions pro-
cess—reinstating standardized
testing and reducing the weight
of athletics. These changes “re-
affirm Caltech’s commitment to
academic merit and excellence,
and are crucial to fulfilling the
Institute’s Mission: ‘to expand
human knowledge and benefit
society through research inte-
grated with education.””

Regarding athletics, the
email stated that “the admis-
sions process will reduce the
weight that has been placed on
athletics participation, and as-
sign athletics participation and
any other extracurricular ac-
tivities a comparable weight.”
The Tech learned more about
this change in a conversation
with Professor Omer Tamuz,
faculty chair of the First-Year
Admissions and Financial Aid
Committee.

Over the last ten years,
Caltech’s sports teams have
drastically improved. During
this time, athletics became
more involved in admissions
and the teams became com-
posed of considerably more
recruited athletes. Professor
Tamuz stated that this shift
towards athletics happened
slowly through changes made
organically within the system,
and the faculty were not really
aware of it.

The bylaws of Caltech put
the responsibility of admitting
students on the faculty. Some
faculty were involved in the
shift towards athletics, such
as the past chairs of the First-
Year Admissions and Finan-
cial Aid Committee and of the
Athletics & Physical Education
Committee. However, much of
the faculty felt like there was no
discussion about this change
of policy which resulted in the
number of recruited athletes
going from very few to over 4
of the student body.

There are many differing
opinions among the faculty
about reducing the weight of
athletics in admissions. Profes-
sor Tamuz stated that the Fac-
ulty Board spent a lot of time
discussing it last year. While

they did not reach a consensus
at the end of the discussions, “a
large majority came to the de-
cision that admissions should
not involve athletics.” He also
said that the prevalent opinion
among the faculty is that ath-
letics is helpful for students to
get through their studies here.
Still, the mission of Caltech is
clear: “I think athletics sup-
ports the Caltech mission of
education because it helps the
students, at least the athletes,
have a better experience here,
but I don’t think that athletics
in and of itself is part of the
mission.”

An important sentiment to
be made clear is that admis-
sions was confident in all the
student-athletes that have
been admitted in the past few
years. Professor Tamuz stated,
“We'’re very happy with all the
students that we admitted, but
we’re going to have a change of
priorities in the future... I think
we’re going to shift some of the
priorities of admissions away
from athletic ability. Our stu-
dent-athletes are very strong
in their schoolwork and they
have very strong applications,
and we’ll continue admitting
them, based on their academic
ability.”

Two things that were not
included in the September 5
email are, first, that it was de-
cided that Caltech will not drop
out of Division III. Howev-
er, it is unclear if the Institute
might have to compromise on
how many teams it maintains
in the NCAA in the long run.
Additionally, the change in the
weight of athletics will be grad-
ually implemented over the
next four years.

Regarding the Institute’s stu-
dent-athletes, in an email to the
Tech, Athletic Director Betsy
Mitchell stated, “Our scholar
athletes at Caltech are among
the best scholars at the Insti-
tute and in the world. Their suc-
cesses as a subset of the whole
are indistinguishable from this
entire amazing student body.
They are equally prepared
and bring tremendous talents
and skills to our campus upon
their matriculation. Caltech
is unique among its academic
peers and all American colleges
and universities, in that we do
not have athletic admissions
where athletic ability outweighs
(or even replaces) academic
preparation. From my perspec-

tive, athletic participation is
one component of a holistic ad-
missions process, not the only
one, as happens at other places.
This aspect of a well rounded
person is a welcome feature in
our community, and shows up
in more ways than just athlet-
ics. We are proud to seek the
most highly qualified STEM
students in our country, and
the world, who want to have a
balanced and educational ath-
letic experience while studying
here. The positive school spirit
that emerges from the 25% of
the student body who represent
the Institute in competition is a
joy to be associated with.”

For students who want to
know more, there may be a
town hall meeting later in the
term with Professors Tamuz
and Refael.

ther notice.

W. M. Keck Laboratories Closed
Until Further Notice

Pasadena Fire Department enters the front door of the flooded building.

On Sunday, October 6th around 10:30pm, a fire was report-
ed in the Keck Engineering Laboratories. The building was
evacuated, fire extinguished, and no injuries reported. A burst
sprinkler pipe caused flooding of all floors 2 and below, re-
sulting in significant water damage. According to the Caltech
Notification System, the building will remain closed until fur-
—MICHAEL GUTIERREZ, THE CALIFORNIA TECH
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Dean’s Corner: Academic Year Welcome

Jennifer Jahner,
Dean of Undergradu-
ate Studies

Dear Techers,

Welcome to the beginning of
a new academic year! I hope it
brings discovery, friendship,
joy, and the right kinds of chal-
lenges—the ones that help you
grow into your talents and feel
a sense of pride upon accom-
plishment. If, like me, your
life has long been organized by
the rhythms of a fall-to-spring
academic calendar, the idea
that the year truly “begins” in
September likely seems natu-
ral. Fall brings for me a sense
of nerves and anticipation, a
knowledge that the pace of life
picks up just as the days short-
en. The academic calendar, of
course, is just one of the many
calendars that organize our
sense of time and occasion.
We share use of the Gregorian
calendar at Caltech, the “stan-
dard” civil calendar based on
the Earth’s transit around the
Sun. But many of us also ob-
serve other calendars as well:
Chinese, Jewish, Indian, Islam-
ic, and Persian calendars all
base their year at least in part
on lunar phases.

As this year begins, I have
been thinking about what it
means for us to share a “year”
together. The timeframe is ar-
bitrary and conventional, but

also unique to our community.
It draws us together in a com-
mon project—research, teach-
ing, and learning—and gives
shape to our weeks: the com-
pression of finals, the leisure of
breaks. All of us come into this
year with our personal “calen-
dars” in place, too: the dates,
holidays, and celebrations that
make up our memories and
connections to family, friends,
and home. Sharing a campus
together means sharing these
different ways of measuring
time. For those with family and
friends impacted by Hurricane
Helene, it may feel like the pace
of life at Caltech is out of sync
with the realities of digging out
from a natural disaster. The
anniversary of the October 7 at-
tacks looms heavy for many of
us on this campus, as we mourn
the ongoing tragedy in the Mid-
dle East. And Election Day, No-
vember 5, reminds us that na-
tional politics doesn’t wait for
midterms to wrap up.

This academic year presents
the Caltech community with no
shortage of challenges, locally,
nationally, and globally. But
as I have met the new students
(welcome, Class of 2028!) and
reconnected with returning
students, I have also been re-
minded of what makes Caltech
undergrads truly special: your
care and respect for each other
remains deep and foundation-
al. I encourage each of you to
keep that sense of respect, com-

passion, and integrity close to
hand as our shared year begins.
Please do take part in President
Rosenbaum’s Dialogues Across
Difference initiative. My office
will also be reaching out with
invitations to share perspec-
tives and generate ideas for
making Caltech an inclusive,
welcoming place for all. If you
feel inspired this year to help
build stronger bridges across
our campus community, the
deans’ office is ready to partner
with you.

Hanging above my computer
in my office in the Center for
Student Services is a portrait
of the renowned science fiction
writer Octavia Butler. She grew
up in Altadena, fell in love with
books at the Pasadena Public
Library, and left her remark-
able archive in the care of The
Huntington Library. Etched
across the picture are the open-
ing lines to her famous nov-
el, The Parable of the Sower,
which is set in a drought-weary
Los Angeles in the year 2024.
They read, “All that you touch
you change. All that you change
changes you.” I wish everyone
a year of transformation and
change—one that leaves our
community stronger and more
resilient for our efforts.

With best wishes for the year
to come,

Jennifer Jahner
Dean of Undergraduate Studies
Professor of English
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Caltech Faces Backlash for Outsourced

Online Bootcamps; Community Reacts

Background

Damian Wilson
Michael Gutierrez
News

The Center for Technology
and Management Education
(CTME) is a relatively un-
known subdivision of Caltech’s
Department of Engineering
and Applied Sciences. Accord-
ing to their website, the pur-
pose of the CTME is to “elevate
individuals and organizations,
fostering innovation and driv-
ing transformative growth.” To
this end, they claim to offer the
“best programs and courses”
through their “rewarding, prac-
tical, and economical approach
to professional education.”
Most of these programs take
the form of short, self-paced
online classes or live Zoom
lectures and are “powered” by
Simplilearn, a private online
learning and certification com-
pany.

Simplilearn.com boasts a
wide variety of classes, train-
ings, and post-graduate pro-
grams “certiifed by” such other
universities as Purdue, UMass
Ambherst, and UC San Diego.
Bootcamps from CTME in Al
& Machine Learning, DevOps,
and Cybersecurity are among
the most prominent. The
course details for the AT & Ma-
chine Learning course promise
“live classes delivered by indus-
try experts,” “hands-on labs,”
“industry-relevant  projects,”
and “masterclasses by Caltech
instructors.” That page is cov-
ered with logos of major tech
companies (“Hiring Compa-
nies”) suggesting where course
alumni can manage to find
jobs. Listed for the course are
not instructors, but “Program
Advisors,” neither of whom—
while CTME employees—are
Caltech faculty.

An online search for “Caltech
online bootcamp” will direct
you to the CTME website, which
promotes these programs as
“immersive” and designed to
help students “succeed in tech
careers and beyond.” However,
no Caltech faculty are involved
in teaching these courses. A
reporter for the Tech who pro-
vided their contact information
received aggressive follow-up
communication from Simpli-
learn, encouraging them to
schedule a call with a “learn-
ing consultant,” for admis-
sion to the $9,000 course was
“clos[ing] in the next couple of
days.”

Many who paid for these
courses were extremely dis-
satisfied with both their poor
quality and lack of transparen-
cy about Caltech’s involvement.
In 2022, a class-action lawsuit
was filed on behalf of class rep-
resentative Elva Lopez against
Caltech and Simplilearn for
“unjust enrichment.” A settle-
ment is yet to be reached.

Heightening the CTME'’s pro-
file, an article from the Sunday
Edition of The New York Times
covering this situation spread
through the Caltech commu-
nity like wildfire. In a response
emailed to the Caltech com-
munity on September 29th,
President Thomas Rosenbaum
claimed the article “does not
accurately reflect Caltech’s
standards,” or “fully capture
Caltech’s relationship with
Simplilearn.” While highlight-

ing the “very strong track re-
cord” of CTME course experi-
ences, the message also stated
that Caltech is in the process of
“evaluating” its online offerings
and the Simplilearn partner-
ship.

The Tech will publish further
reporting and discussion on the
Institute’s actionable respons-
es (if any) to these criticisms in
the next issue. For the time be-
ing, we have collected respons-
es from a diversity of commu-
nity members.

Here’s what they had to say
about the allegations:

Left: Headline

o | : of New York

€he New Hork Eimes Times ariee,
published
September 29,
2024

Students Paid Thousands for a Caltech
Boot Camp. Caltech Didn’t Teach It.

Hundreds of universities have lent their names to online
programs, plugging budgets but alienating students who feel

misled.

Jackie Lodman (BS 20, Dabney)

Where is the Faculty
Oversight of the CTME?

Every member of the Caltech community is aware of the
Honor Code. “No member of the Caltech community shall
take unfair advantage of any other member of the Caltech
community.” However, recent revelations in the Sunday edi-
tion of the NYT from September 29th indicate that, if true, the
Institute has broken the Honor Code by allowing the CTME/
Simplilearn courses to exist in their current form, regardless
of any legal culpability the Institute may be found liable for.
After all, the Honor Code does not only cover legally action-
able conduct.

Like many current and former members of the Caltech
community, I received a text from a family member contain-
ing a link to the aforementioned NYT article. Embarrassingly,
I heard from another alum that this story made the front page
of the paper copy of the Sunday edition of the NYT. How ut-
terly embarrassing for our community. Though, in retrospect,
it could have been worse. CTME and SimpliLearn teamed up
for a “blockchain” bootcamp in 2022 based on a screenshot
posted in an alumni group. At least “cybersecurity” is a useful
skill, in theory.

Based on the NYT article, the CTME has little to no con-
tact with the rest of the Caltech community. The administra-
tion’s message on September 29th claimed that it had been
operating for “over a decade,” so it operated throughout the
entirety of my time at Caltech, yet I only discovered its ex-
istence two years ago during the previous controversy sur-
rounding the blockchain bootcamp. The faculty members I
have since spoken with learned of the CTME'’s existence from
the NYT article. The administration’s aforementioned mes-
sage to the community also said that “[The NYT article] does
not accurately reflect Caltech’s standards or the steps we take
to ensure our educational standards and high-quality expec-
tations are met,” but how are those “educational standards
and high-quality expectations” being met without faculty
oversight? If faculty members are overseeing the CTME, then
surely they can refute the allegations.

I know how much most faculty members enjoy being on
oversight committees (they don’t), but offering the boot-
camps without that oversight constitutes, in my opinion, tak-
ing advantage of members of the Caltech community. If facul-
ty members were unaware of these bootcamps, then oversight
should begin immediately as “[Caltech is] evaluating our
CTME course offerings and the relationship with SimpliLe-
arn.” If these programs do not meet the Caltech standards or
faculty are unwilling or unable to oversee them, they should
not be offered. It’s as simple as that. It is better for faculty
oversight to prevent inadequate programs from being offered
at all than waiting for the courts to hash it out in a public
spectacle that embarrasses the community whether or not the
plaintiffs succeed in proving legal liability.

I know this incident does not represent the Caltech commu-
nity I feel honored to be a part of. When you put the Caltech
name on something, it must represent the quality education
we are known for. Otherwise, it has no meaning at all.

Joy Hughes (BS “88)

While colleges were bombarding me with glossy brochures,
Caltech sent me a simple letter suggesting I might consider ap-
plying. The Institute’s reputation was such that there was no
need to do more, and great care was taken in the admissions
process.

Many years later as I sought to update my skills I saw the
CTME program by Simplilearn. I thought “wow, I could go
back to Caltech.” As soon as I inquired I sensed something was
wrong. I was bombarded with calls from an “admissions coun-
selor” who I suspected was calling from a call center abroad. I
started getting frequent spam emails, offers of payment plans ...
iil was Il)lretty clear they would take anyone who could cough up
the cash.

This is demeaning to Caltech. It sullies and dilutes the repu-
tation of a still-great Institute. It is not worthy of my alma ma-
ter. Whatever the actual quality of the program, Caltech should
re-evaluate its relationship with a company that came across in
a way that triggered my bullshit detector.

Lynn Feng (CS 26, Dabney/Blacker)

I tried to look for cool cybersecurity classes at Caltech that T
can take, but when I googled it all I found was pages about their
cybersecurity ‘online program.’ The Google search results being
clogged is itself not more than a minor inconvenience; search-
ing the course catalogs directly isn’t that hard. But the fact that
Caltech offers an online program for a field it barely covers in
its actual coursework is indicative of the fact that these cours-
es have little-to-no involvement with any actual Caltech facul-
ty or research groups, and are essentially ‘Caltech’ in branding
only. This is a little scummy even if the courses were genuinely
high-quality, but with the issues I've heard about - unqualified
instructors, disorganized classes - it’s straight-up exploitative.

Jim Angel (BS “81, Dabney)

Many elite universities offer a variety of programs to the gen-
eral public who otherwise would not be able to get in or afford
them. Often these are taught by part-time adjuncts and not nec-
essarily full time academic superstars. Harvard Extension is a
prime example. The key is quality control. The New York Times
article makes it sound like Tech dropped the ball on QC.

Mary Johnson (BS “76)

This is what happens when you treat Caltech like a brand,
without knowing what the brand stands for. They’ve poisoned
their own Tylenol.

Below: screenshots from Simplilearn.com, accessed October 7, 2024.

Center for Technology &
Management Education

Caltec Caltech Vo o tooeds

Caltech Al & Machine Learning Caltech Cybersecurity Bootcamp

Bootcamp v Earn a Caltech CTME Bootcamp

Certificate
v Earn a bootcamp certificate from Caltech

CTME v Receive up to 26 CEUs from Caltech

. 2 X CTME
v Gain a Caltech CTME Circle membership

on LinkedIn

£ 6 months
Cohort Starts 7th Oct' 24

B 24 weeks

Cohort Starts 4th Nov' 24 Know More Know More

John Dabiri (Centennial Professor of
Aeronautics and Mechanical
Engineering)

I really don’t know much about the program outside of what I
read in the article itself and President Rosenbaum’s response. I
also wasn’t aware of CTMEs affiliation with EAS. My general im-
pression is that, if done well, online education could significant-
ly expand Caltech’s reach beyond the 2500 undergrad and grad
students that we have the opportunity to serve on campus. At
the same time, I'd like to believe that the Caltech educational ex-
perience is sufficiently distinct that it will require special care to
deliver an online version that is representative of Caltech’s rigor
and personal attention. The issues described in the NYT article,

even if they’re outliers, might be good reason to have more direct
faculty engagement in these offerings.



https://ctme.caltech.edu/

The California Tech

Comp

Kenadi Waymire
hoosier

As an ordinary American
from the Midwest, pizza to me
has always been the go-to meal
for when my parents didn’t feel
like cooking. I spent my child-
hood only ever enjoying the
Neapolitan delights from Piz-
za Hut and Papa John’s; to be
honest, these are still the pies
I prefer. Gastronomes with
palettes much more refined
than mine debate the merits
of the various styles of pizza as
if they were on opposing sides
of a gruesome civil war; some
espouse Chicago deep dish as
“Mama’s true creation” (okay,
no they don’t, I made this up),
whereas New Yorkers defend
their long, flat slices as the only
good way to enjoy this par-
ticular combination of bread,
cheese, and tomato sauce.

I do not understand this de-
bate, nor do I really understand
the true cultural intricacies of
pizza. However, I do under-
stand that pizza is pizza, and
pizza is good, so when Tom in-
vited me out to try Settebello
Pizzeria Napoletana on Lake,
I of course said yes. Arriving
at the restaurant, my first im-
pression was that the place had
to be expensive. Settebello is
decorated in a very hipster-like
industrial manner with hints
of modernism. Every wall is
lined with exposed brick, and
ductwork peeks through the
open ceiling, which, in the year

Man vs. Mannion:

2024, are signs that this place
is meant for twenty-seven year
old software engineers on a
date night. In the center of the
restaurant stands a bar with a
large marble countertop, but I
cannot speak to the quality of
their drinks.

The booth we were seated
at was notably comfortable
for a restaurant, and the ta-
ble was large enough to fit the
large amount of food we would
soon consume. At this point, I
noticed that Settebello was a
little loud—not outrageously
so, but I wouldn’t recommend
trying to have any super inti-
mate conversations here. The
service was completely fine, al-
though it took a little while to
get our food ordered and water
to come out.

The first dish served was
called involtini, arugula and
goat cheese wrapped in pro-
sciutto with a balsamic glaze.
The involtini was very herby,
and while I enjoyed the fresh-
ness of the greens, especially
with the balsamic glaze, I wish
there had been a higher meat
and cheese to arugula ratio.
I'd call this food fine, but not
something I'd order again.
Next, I tried the focaccia, which
had some herbs rubbed on it
(or something like that). Hon-
estly, the focaccia was just that:
focaccia. It was completely un-
noteworthy, just bread. Unfor-
tunately, I fear that this senti-
ment towards Settebello’s food
continued with the large major-
ity of what I ate; while the food
here is not bad, it’s also not
anything to write home about.
One dish that was quite good,
however, was the arancini, fried
risotto balls with mozzarella
stuffed inside. The arancini was
hearty and tasted very comfort-
ing, by far my favorite food I
ate at Settebello. I followed up
the arancini with the caprese,
although I won’t cast any judg-
ment on this because I hate to-
matoes and don’t feel like my
assessment would be fair. The
last appetizer I tried was the
polpette (meatballs). While the
meatballs were cooked quite

nicely and were incredibly
juicy, they lacked seasoning,
and I was disappointed with
the all-too-sweet tomato sauce
they were served with.

Of course, the pizza was the
main attraction here at Sette-
bello, so I made sure to give
every pie a try. I first tasted the
margherita pizza, and, to be
honest, was a little disappoint-
ed. While this is a perfectly ser-
viceable pizza, and I would eat
this if served to me gladly, it,
again, was just fine. The sauce
was a little too sweet, and the
dough was incredibly oily. In
fact, with every pizza, the dough
was far too slippery, and all of
the toppings would just slide
off as though they were chil-
dren on a waterslide. Simply
trying to take a piece of pizza
was a Herculean task; the slices
weren’t cut very well and had
no structural integrity whatso-
ever, so each piece I grabbed
fell apart like gravel in my
hands. After the margherita, I
set my sights on the Settebello,
which had crushed tomatoes,
pancetta, sausage, mushrooms,
pine nuts, mozzarella, basil,
and olio. This was my favorite
pizza, although the same issues
with the dough still stood. I en-
joyed the toppings on this pie,
though again, I don’t know if
it’s something I'd go out of my
way to eat again. The last slice
I tried was from the vico pizza,
with sausage, roasted fennel,
red onions, mascarpone, moz-
zarella, basil, and olio. I will say
that I did not enjoy this pizza;
I found the mascarpone over-
whelmed the rest of the top-
pings in a negative way.

Overall, Settebello Pizzeria
Napoletana was just okay. I
didn’t find anything to be no-
tably awful, but with so many
amazing Italian offerings in the
LA area, I can’t think of many
reasons to choose to go here.
Settebello has a nice atmo-
sphere, and its price point is
actually quite reasonable, but
I would probably not dine here
again, simply because there are
better options available.

Photo From Tripadviser

Tom Mannion
reigning champion

Searching for Naples at
Settebello

Settebello Pizzeria Napoleta-
na is located at 60 North Lake
Avenue approximately 1 mile
from Caltech. A few years back,
Iled a trip to celebrate the food
of Naples and the Amalfi Coast
for the Caltech Alumni Associ-
ation. I chose this restaurant
because I wanted to see if their
food transported me back to
some fantastic memories of
Naples, as well as to see if this
was a restaurant that students
could escape to for a quick
break from their academic rig-
ors. As you will see below, the
verdict was split.

Settebello has moved from its
original location on Colorado;
I did prefer the old location.
The version on Colorado was
more quiet - you could see the
ingredients, like 00 flour from
Italy. There was outside seat-
ing where you could at least
pretend you were sitting on Via
Partenope, eating Neopolitan
pizza while looking at Castel
dell’Ovo.

The newlocation is very much
American. High ceilings, bright
lights, very loud. The good
news for the owners is that the
place was packed. There was
a counter with hanging lights
over it in front of the food prep
area. Unfortunately, not only
was the counter too high to see
any of the action, there was also
clutter everywhere — piles of to
go containers, boxes of straws,
empty pizza boxes, paper nap-
kins, etc. Could have been a
great place for individuals or
small groups to sit at the count-
er with a view of the action, but
instead it takes away from the
visual appeal of the restaurant.

Naples pizza is protected
with a DOC (Denominazione di
Origine Controlla or Controlled
Destination Origin) by the As-
sociation Verace Pizza Napolet-
ana (VPN). Settebello has been
granted DOC designation. The
tomatoes must be either San
Marzano, or the tomatoes that
grow on the slopes of Vesuvius.
The cheese must be mozzarel-
la di buffalo from Campagna
(you can also find this in Roma
deli on Lake Avenue). oo flour
and brewers yeast are other key
components of this pizza whose
making is included on the list
of intangible cultural heritage
produced by UNESCO. Note
that only one pizza at Settebel-
lo appears to fit the DOC regu-
lations - the Margarita DOC.

I ordered caprese salad, mar-
gherita doc pizza, pizza pol-
pette, pizza settebello, aranci-
ni, involtini, and bruschetta.

First, the bruschetta. They
ran out of crostini (small toast-
ed bread that the bruschetta
would go on) sometime before
our 6:30pm order.

Caprese salad. The tomatoes
were ice cold and had a green-
ish yellow core. Do not refrig-
erate under ripe tomatoes, they
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Want to be the next to take on the Mannion? Email tech@caltech.edu

will never ripen properly! The
cheese was too cold as well.
Hard to tell for sure if it was
buffalo mozzarella, but I would
wager that it was not. Not a
version that would make the
folks in Naples proud.

The polpette, or Naples style
meatballs were decent with lots
of pine nuts inside. The meat-
balls themselves were a little
dry, but tomato sauce balanced
that out.

The involtini (prosciut-
to wrapped arugula and goat
cheese was quite large. The
prosciutto was nice but there
was too much arugula and real-
ly no obvious goat cheese. The
bitterness of the arugula and
the olive oil really took over due
to the size of the serving. Some
goat cheese and lemon would
have balanced this dish by add-
ing some acidity to neutralize
the bitterness.

Arancini, a Sicilian dish, is
made by cooking risotto, fill-
ing a round ball of it with a
traditional meat and pea ragu
(there are many other varia-
tions), then breading and fry-
ing the ball. The version we
had was seasoned with a great
deal of saffron and had a mol-
ten mozzarella center. It was
an enjoyable dish, but I would
have toned down the saffron.
For purists it ate more like the
Roman fried rice ball — Suppli.

The pizza has possibilities,
especially the Margarita DOC,
and I would encourage you to
try it, but we hit a bad night.
Quite normal for a sort of wet
center of San Marzano toma-
toes to be in the pizza, but we
had undercooked dough with
a very wet pizza. The pizza
was visually appealing with a
good balance of buffalo moz-
zarella , sauce and basil. The
outer crust did have the chewy
, slightly gummy texture that
is a positive trait of Neopoli-
tan pizza. The Settebello pizza
had way too many toppings for
a Neopolitan pizza (although
technically it wasn’t a Neopol-
itan pizza), the crust was even
wetter and the cheese did not
quite melt. The Polpette pizza
had the right amount of top-
ping, but the cheese was no-
where near melted.

If you are looking for a fun
dinner with decent food close
to campus, Settebello is worth
a visit. If you are looking for a
true taste of Naples, keep look-
ing.
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Microwaves in Modern Society

Miles Stone
Humor

The Express Cook feature on
modern microwaves is perfect-
ly exemplary of all the prob-
lems with today’s society. What
happened to the days when a
man could simply enter 15 or
45 seconds, saying nothing of
more creative inputs, like 0:42
or 6:09? In our obsession for
speed and optimization, we
have stamped out the joy of
microwaving. Is making “3:00”
only one button press worth de-
leting every single other combi-
nation that could start with the
number 3? Near infinite com-
binations have been silenced in
the name of the soulless “per-
fect” number. Nearly every mi-
crowave has been infected with
the “Express Cook” plight. In
our quest for streamlined per-
fection, we have thrown away
the finer joys in life. What is
the point of optimization when
it produces nothing but medi-
ocrity, devoid of passion and
soul?

I am not a hater of all innova-
tion. I am not some conserva-
tive misoneist who refuses any
new technology simply because
it is new. Quite the contrary,
my love for the +30 second but-
ton is just as strong as my hate
for the Express Cook feature. It,
unlike Express Cook, does not
delete “unnecessary” functions
in the name of “progress”. You
are still free to express yourself
as you please, as it is simply
there to be an optional short-
cut. I remember the days when
+30 seconds was the peak of
microwave innovation. An
honest to goodness improve-
ment, not just a new feature for
the sake of having one. The Ex-
press Cook feature on the other
hand, is exactly that. Sacrificing
utility in the name of false “rev-
olution”. Despite having added
“utility”, the microwave is now
more unusable than ever.

The dystopian nightmare
that is the Express Cook feature
does nothing but stamp out the
art of inputting one’s preferred
time. Big Microwave has de-
cided that inputting 0:51 is not

to be allowed. What’s next, the
microwave simply scans your
food and decides the cook time
for you? I see the merit of Ex-
press Cook being an optional
feature. There is a very real ar-
gument to be made for accessi-
bility and improving access for
those who may need the sim-
plification. But to have it thrust
upon you in every single major
kitchen is simply ridiculous.
There is no reason humanity
needs to be entirely removed
from kitchens. Cooking is what
ties us together as humans. Is
culture and individuality in
cooking really worth throwing
away to save 2 button press-
es in 6 very limited circum-
stances? I think not. Hopefully
Big Microwave realizes what
they’ve lost and does not spiral
further into the soulless void
that is more “convenient” fea-
tures like Express Cook. Before
adding a “feature”, they should
ask themselves if they are sac-
rificing anything else, and if it’s
really worth losing in the name
of efficiency.

A (Very) Warm Welcome to Caltech

Aaron Chan
News

Techers received an email
from Housing Maintenance on
August 13th at 3:06 pm. What
was it this time? More items left
out where they shouldn’t be?
Another facilities check? No,
the email stated the air condi-
tioning system in the South
Houses was down due to a bro-
ken chilled waterline. This by
nature was already grim. Just
imagine - no air conditioning?
In Southern California? during
summer? The only thing that
could’ve made the situation
even worse was a heatwave, but
unfortunately for Techers, they
didn’t have to imagine.

For 2024, September 3rd to
September 10th was a week
to remember. Southern Cali-
fornia was struck by a brutal
heatwave, and Caltech was not
spared. Starting September
3rd, and for the next seven days,
temperatures regularly rose to
over 100°F (~37.8°C) during
the late morning and afternoon
hours. In the brunt of the heat-
wave, temperatures were over
110°F (~43.3°C) during peak
hours. Nighttime offered no
relief either, as the coldest tem-
peratures throughout the night
ranged roughly from 75°F to
80°F (about 23.9°C to 26.7°C).

Although many buildings had
functioning air conditioning at
the time, several buildings on
the South half of campus did
not. The Techers living in the
South Houses sadly suffered
the worst of it. The tempera-
tures both inside and outside
were virtually indistinguish-
able as neither setting was safe
from the heat.

However, all was not lost.
The Student Auxiliary Services
(SAS) offered fans for checkout
to anyone in need of air circu-
lation. They mostly just blew
around the already-hot air...
but hey, it was something. Ad-
ditionally, to take advantage of
the unoccupied housing during
summer, SAS offered to relo-
cate anyone in a South House
to a North House which still
had functional air condition-
ing. Some took the offer, others
didn’t; either way the heatwave
continued until September
10th, when temperatures final-
ly started to drop into the mid-
90s (~35°C), then into the 80s
(~29.4°C).

It wasn’t until September
13th (a Friday at that) that
good news finally came. Al-
though Housing hadn’t sent
an official email announcing
the completed repairs of the
air conditioning, they had an-
nounced that the South Houses
have been reconnected to the

chilled water system as of the
afternoon on September 13th,
and it is noticeably cooler in-
side. The following day there
were minor repairs to the sys-
tem, but as of September 14th
there have been no further up-
dates regarding the air condi-
tioning for the South Houses.
Whether you were in a North or
South House, or not on campus
during the heatwave, it’s good
that these repairs were made
just in time for everyone’s ar-
rival to campus as we head into
Autumn, and the start of a new
school year.

While the South Houses had
their air conditioning repaired,
a few other buildings on the
south half of campus weren’t so
lucky, namely Bridge. The con-
struction near Caltech Hall has
resulted in a temporary cease of
the air conditioning to Bridge
Labs. There has been no official
announcement regarding this
issue, but it may not be nec-
essary. Techers in Ph 1A had a
(very) warm welcome to their
first class in Bridge as over a
hundred students had their
first lecture of the year (with
no AC). As of the time of writ-
ing, there is no announcement
about when the AC for Bridge,
and by extension the other af-
fected buildings, will be turned
back on.
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L.amentation of A Sandwich

Victoria Davis
Editorial

There’s a good sandwich, nay,
a great sandwich at Broad Café.
Quite honestly, this sandwich
is glorious. This sandwich is
there to pick you up when you
are down. It fills you up when
you are empty. It is the Chipot-
le Grilled Cheese sandwich. On
days when I forgot my lunch, or
didn’t have time to meal prep...
Maaaan, I know exactly what
I'm getting on Caltech cam-
pus. It’s Broad Café’s Chipotle
Grilled Cheese sandwich.

That sandwich could save
lives. It’s got toasted sour-
dough, melted cheddar cheese,
tomato slices, and chipotle ai-
oli. It’s so good. It’s like crack.
Red Door and Browne got
nothin’ on Broad Café. That’s
for sure.

Until July 23rd, 2024.

I didn’t have a lunch this day.
But it would be fine, right? First
thing in the morning, I decided
today would be a Broad Chipot-
le Grilled Cheese sandwich day,
and it would be a great day. Or
so I thought. Lunch time came
and I happily jaunted from
Noyes to Broad only to find red
tape across the doors and a sign
that said “We’re Renovating!
July 22nd to Early September.
Serving continental break-
fast, grab & go lunch, coffee &
assorted cold beverages. Ask
about our daily special!”

Terror struck through my
body. Why would they renovate
without any warning? I was just
here last week and had that glo-
rious Chipotle Grilled Cheese
sandwich, and didn’t see any
signs or hear anyone talk about
Broad being closed. All that re-
mains of Broad is a sad little
stand outside Broad Café with
a sad little refrigerated cubby
holding cold pre-made sand-
wiches and pre-made salads
in plastic to-go containers. Not

the warm, fresh-out-the-oven
sandwiches placed in paper to-
go boxes that feel cozy and im-
portant in your hands. I asked
if they were still making the
Chipotle Grilled Cheese sand-
wich. No.

No.

No. They were not making the
Chipotle Grilled Cheese sand-
wich, nor the Ginger Chicken
Bahn Mi sandwich, nor the
Broad Beef Dip sandwich.

Not until the renovations
have finished.

It’s been 60 days since Broad
Café has been closed for reno-
vations. Early September has
come and gone. It is (at the time
I am writing this article) Sep-
tember 20th, 2024. T stopped
by the outside stand yesterday
and asked when Broad would
be open again to make those
sandwiches.

Three.

More.

Weeks.

She.

Said.

I don’t know how TI'll make
it. I have dreams about that
sandwich. I cry a little when I
walk by Broad and think of that
sandwich. That sandwich that I
cannot have.

My labmates are sick of hear-
ing me lament about that sand-
wich. Now you, dear reader,
shall hear my cries.

I love that sandwich.

I miss that sandwich.

This has been the longest
Caltech summer. This has been
the saddest Caltech summer.
I've been without this beloved
sandwich since July 22nd.

It’s been 60 days. And now I
must endure at least 21 more.

I think T'll cry tears of joy
when Broad Café reopens and
I bite into that sensational
sandwich. Until that day, I bid
you farewell, Chipotle Grilled
Cheese sandwich. All my love.

We Are Not Immune to the Scourge
of Leaky Sprinklers

Michael Gutierrez
Editorial

I don’t know if I'm just (un)
lucky, but it feels quite often
that I come across a broken
sprinkler head gushing con-
cerning amounts of water onto
the adjacent sidewalk. I saw
two within 30 minutes of each
other in different places on
campus last week. Every time,
I wonder how long it’s gone un-
noticed (or unaddressed).

Fortunately for my easi-
ly-pacified conscience, “do-
ing something about it” is as
simple as calling the Caltech
Non-Emergency Security
number (626-395-4701) and
informing them that there’s
a leak at whatever location

you describe. (They’ll also ask
for your UID to verify you're
Caltech-affiliated, so have your
ID card ready if you haven’t
memorized those “wacky dig-
its on the back.”) They always
tell me they’ll send someone to
check it out.

Since I'm usually in a liminal
space and/or state when I find
these leaks, I've never bothered
to stick around to see if any se-
curity staff actually did show
up.
This is neither a criticism,
condemnation, crucifixion nor
cancellation of anyone. I have
negative time to do actual re-
porting on this phenomenon,
let alone point any journalisti-
cally-backed fingers; I just hope
this article will bring the issue
to the right person’s attention.

Frequent purveyors of the
late-night campus aesthetic are
well acquainted with the auto-
matic sprinkler systems cover-
ing basically everything green.
Sustainability-savvy  readers
will recall that all water used
for irrigation is recycled from
the chilled water air-condition-
ing systems utilized throughout
campus. In this objective re-
porter’s view, Caltech’s overall
resource consumption scheme
is about as good as it can be,
given the general unwillingness
of the Institute to divert re-
sources away from research to-
ward sustainability measures.
Those priorities are evident in
Caltech’s 2023 Sustainability
Report, published at sustain-
ability.caltech.edu in  April
2024. (Shoutout to Max Christ-

Water leaking from a broken sprinkler forms a small river on the concrete outside
of Browne Dining Hall. Photo credit: Michael Gutierrez

man for his awesome work on
communicating these statistics
and Institute outlooks!)

In terms of energy, the re-
port’s stated "Goals for Viabil-
ity” are to “Identify and recom-
mend sources of high quality,
reliable and environmen-
tally preferable energy to
support research and edu-
cation while working with the
campus community to improve
efficiency and reduce demand.”
For land use, the report touts
the new Resnick Sustainability
Center as a “beacon for sustain-
ability research and sustainable
design.” I think that statement
sums up the situation perfect-
ly. After all, actually practicing
what we preach (and research)
is simply not viable... not in this
economy! We’ll do the research

here, and leave the demonstra-
tion to other places.

But to return to the topic at
hand — water — the report’s
stated goal is simply to “re-
sponsibly steward water re-
sources by focusing on efficien-
¢y, cultivating climate adapted
landscape, minimizing potable
water use, and maximizing use
of reclaimed water.” As far as I
can tell, we’re doing quite well
on this front. Irrigation wa-
ter use has dropped 45% since
2022 — the lowest in recorded
history of the Institute, accord-
ing to the report. (Granted, this
is due in part to some equally
record-breaking amounts of
rainfall, but still.) Looks like
all we need now are some more
plumbers!


http://sustainability.caltech.edu
http://sustainability.caltech.edu
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Caltech Spinoft Virtualitics Gives Back
with $100,000 Pledge for AI Research

Camilla Fezzi
The Outside World

In a heartwarming story of
alumni giving back, Caltech
spinoff company Virtualitics
has pledged $100,000 over five
years to support cutting-edge
artificial intelligence research
at its alma mater. The dona-
tion will go toward the Com-
puting, Data, and Society Pro-
gram (CDSP) Fellows initiative,
which aims to explore the
real-world impacts of emerg-
ing technologies like AI. Vir-
tualitics, founded in 2016 by
Caltech alum Michael Amori
(MS ‘o7) along with professors
George Djorgovski and Ciro
Donalek, specializes in using
Al, machine learning, and data
visualization to analyze large
datasets. The company’s roots
trace back to innovative work
done at Caltech’s Center for
Data-Driven Discovery (CD3).

“Most of our technical team
graduated from Caltech, so we
feel a connection and want to
foster a relationship,” said Am-
ori, Virtualitics’ CEO and co-
founder. “I hope that this fund-
ing will enable Caltech to train
the new generation of comput-

Photo credit: Lance Hayashida/Caltech

er scientists and create new re-
search ideas in AI.” The CDSP
Fellows program itself grew
out of collaborations between
Caltech faculty and alumni.
Professors Adam Wierman and
Chris Umans developed the
concept after discussions with
alumni on the Information Sci-
ence and Technology Advisory
Council. The program brings in
postdoctoral scholars to work
on societally relevant applica-
tions of computer science and
data technologies.

“Computer science is a
sprawling field with connec-
tions to so many different ar-
eas, and we represent certain
pieces of it at Caltech,” Umans
explained. “This program gives
us a chance to sample more
broadly. We can bring in post-
doctoral scholars who work on
algorithmic fairness, for exam-
ple, or ethical Al, or disinfor-
mation.”

Since its launch in early
2022, the CDSP Fellows fund
has supported four two-year
appointments for researchers
exploring areas like large lan-
guage models, reinforcement
learning, and AI applications
in chemistry and mathematical
reasoning. The program aims

to create new interdisciplinary
connections that can have last-
ing impacts.

Virtualitics’ donation comes
at a critical time, as AI technol-
ogies are poised to transform
numerous industries and as-
pects of society. “We're all go-
ing to be hit by an AI tsunami
in the years to come,” Amori
noted. “I think Caltech is go-
ing to be one of the places that
helps shape that wave, and it’s
exciting to be a part of it.” The
company’s pledge exemplifies a
growing trend of tech startups
giving back to the institutions
that nurtured their growth.
A 2023 study by the National
Venture Capital Association
found that over 60% of ven-
ture-backed startups engage
in some form of philanthropic
activity, with education being a
top priority.

As Al continues to evolve at
a rapid pace, initiatives like
the CDSP Fellows program
play a crucial role in ensur-
ing the technology is devel-
oped responsibly and ethically.
Caltech’s renown in computer
science and engineering makes
it well-positioned to lead in
this area. With support from
alumni-led companies like Vir-

tualitics, Caltech aims to ex-
pand the CDSP Fellows cohort
to 5—10 researchers annually.
This growing community of in-
terdisciplinary scholars will be
at the forefront of addressing
the societal implications of Al
and other emerging technolo-
gies.

As the field of AI advanc-
es, the partnership between
Caltech and its successful
spinoffs promises to yield ex-
citing developments that could
shape the future of technology
and society. Virtualitics’ dona-
tion serves as a model for how
academic institutions and in-
dustry can collaborate to drive
innovation while accounting
for its broader impacts.
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P/F P/F Hooray! Side Quests Galore!

Banana Fruity Dice
Column

As new frosh enter their first
EVER Caltech term, they also
embark on a journey into the
wonderful land of P/F. Unlike
many other college institutions,
Caltech gives us all the chance
to take our first two terms of
college on pass/fail, meaning
that this is the perfect time to
go out, explore, and have new
experiences. The three writ-
ers of the article have the firm
belief that one should try their
hardest to sidequest while on
P/F, a principle we adhered
to during our own P/F terms.
From our experience, we would
like to recommend a starter
pack of sidequests to y’all.

Seeing the stars at night:

We went to Mount Wilson,
saw the Aurora lights, better
if you go at the time of some
astrological event. Currently,
the Draconid meteor shower
is ongoing (from Oct 6-10) and
Comet  Tsuchinshan-ATLAS
will be coming from Oct 12-19!
Take full advantage of P/F to go
on spontaneous star and mete-
or watching adventures - they
will characterize your frosh
year.

Late night beach drives:

We drove over many bridges
we recognized from GTA, and
one of our Socal born-and-
raised friends recommend-

ed going to Manhattan, San-
ta Monica, or Laguna beach.
Make sure to grab a quick bite
to eat on the way back (we did
McDonald’s).

Late night LAX airplane
watching:

Asyou can see, there is a com-
mon theme of late night excur-
sions. What fun would they be
if they weren’t at the most god
awful hours of the morning?

Bring your MechE friends for
this one, they’ll love watching
planes take off and land from
LAX. Fair caution, they may
yap your ears off about aero
(but 1t’s really cute and fun!).

Go work in cafes:

If you can’t put the work
down, take the work with you!
A lot of them close rather ear-
ly, so it is best to go and work
in the morning and afternoon.
However, there are a few that
are open a bit later at night.

We have a few recommenda-
tions in Pasadena:

- Mandarin Coffee - they have
fire Hojicha, and it is simply a
10 minute walk (in the Burling-
ton Arcade on Lake Avenue).
The open seating area is really
cute.

- Pillow Talk Cafe - this one
can get quite loud, but their
mango matcha + honeycomb
latte are to die for. Also, exper-
iment with consuming one of
their in-house cake desserts.

- About Time Cafe: Get that
Matcha Einsplanner! A bit fur-

ther in Koreatown but definite-
ly worth taking your friends to.

Check out @cafestodiefor
on Instagram for more recom-
mendations.

Go to Joshua Tree:

- It’'s a bigger trip for sure,
but this is the time to take big
trips!

- We went during thanksgiv-
ing weekend but you can real-
ly just pick any free weekend
during the term.

- 2 day trip but bring tents
instead of sleeping in your car
at night.

Go and watch a SpaceX
launch:

- It’s usually a 2 hour drive to
the site and 2 hours back. We
got there just in time for the
launch. Afterwards we pulled
up to a state park and looked
up at the stars. I saw my first
shooting star.

Winchells at 3 AM:

- A classic. Make sure to be
safe and go in a big group!

- The best donuts: the pink
donut, the apple fritter, and the
raspberry/strawberry/creme-
filled donuts.

*Disclaimer: we realize
many of these things require
knowing people with CARS :(
(have a friend with a car and
pay their gas)

(always offer to pay them gas)

Shape the Future of Space Exploration: Join the
KISS Afhliates Program

Zachary Ahmad
News

Do you dream of shaping the
future of space exploration,
working alongside leaders in
the field, and engaging directly
with NASA, astronauts, and in-
dustry pioneers? The Keck In-
stitute for Space Studies (KISS)
at Caltech offers an incredible
opportunity for graduate stu-
dents and postdocs through
its renowned KISS Affiliates
program—an experience that
promises to elevate your re-
search, expand your profes-
sional network, and immerse
you in the discussions that
shape space missions.

What is KISS?

If you're like me when I ar-
rived at Caltech, you've won-
dered what’s behind those KISS
logos floating around campus,
suggesting mysterious events
closed off to the general pub-
lic. Founded in 2008 as a joint
initiative between Caltech and
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory
(JPL), KISS operates as both
a think tank and a practical
research hub, where big ideas
about space exploratlon are

born and tested. With a mis-
sion to advance space mission
concepts and technology, KISS
has made its mark on the fu-
ture of space by fostering col-
laboration between Caltech
researchers, JPL, and inter-
national experts. Past projects
led to the development of NA-
SA’s Asteroid Redirect Mission
and helped to build the sci-
ence case for the InSight Mars
Lander.

The KISS Affiliates Pro-
gram

But KISS isn’t just about es-
tablished researchers - it’s also
about you. The KISS Affiliates
program invites Caltech gradu-
ate students and postdocs who
are seen as the next generation
of space exploration leaders.
Nominated by faculty, KISS
Affiliates gain access to some
of the most exciting aspects of
the space industry: youll in-
teract with industry CEOs, as-
tronauts, mission leaders, and
NASA officials who are shaping
the future of space explora-
tion. Not only will you attend
monthly events (with a free
meal included!), but you’ll also
become part of an elite cohort
where you can network, collab-

rKeck 2

orate, and share your passion
for space.

One of the best parts? Affil-
iates say that their time with
KISS was one of their most re-
warding experiences at Caltech
- both personally and profes-
sionally.

How to Get Involved. If
you're a graduate student or
postdoc passionate about space
exploration, now is the time to
act! The 2025 KISS Affiliates
nomination process is open,
with nominations due by Octo-
ber 31, 2024. While the pro-
gram typically selects one grad-
uate student and one postdoc
from the Engineering and Ap-
plied Science (EAS), Geological
and Planetary Sciences (GPS),
and Physics, Mathematics, and
Astronomy (PMA) divisions,
space-related candidates from
other divisions are also encour-
aged to apply.

What Are We Looking
For? We're seeking candidates
who are not only passionate
about space but who also con-
tribute to the diversity of per-
spectives within the cohort. Do
you bring a fresh perspective or
a groundbreaking idea to the

ol
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Sign-Ups for Undergraduates to
participate in the SFC and SLEC

Jonathan Booker
News

Sign-ups for undergraduate
students to participate in the
2025 Student Faculty Confer-
ence (SFC) and Student Life
and Experience Conference
(SLEC) are now open. The
ASCIT Board of Directors has
been working to secure the sup-
port of faculty and administra-
tive staff for the chance for stu-
dents to finally be able to take
the initiative to make a visible
difference within the Caltech
experience. This will be accom-
plished by creating consensus
between students, faculty and
administrators. In order to
create this consensus, all com-
mittees will avoid litigated past
grievances and look forward to
making objective, data based
recommendations that consist
of actions to be taken.

As stated in the last issue, the
SFC will focus on issues related
to Caltech’s curriculum, course
structures, and academic poli-
cies. Through this conference,
students will have the oppor-
tunity to present their ideas
and collaborate with faculty to
shape the future of academic
programs at Caltech. This col-
laborative platform has been es-
sential in maintaining Caltech’s
academic rigor while ensuring
alignment with student needs.
The SFC will consist of the fol-
lowing committees:

- Special Topic Committees
- Prerequisites and How Core
Prepares Students For Option
Coursework and State of the
Honor Code.

- Option Committees - Ap-

field of space exploration? This
is your chance to shine. Facul-
ty nominations are required,
so start the conversation with
your advisor today.

Nomination Details:

- Name of Candidate

- Position (Graduate Student
or Postdoctoral Scholar)

- Advisor’s Name

- Division (EAS, GPS, PMA,
or other space-related fields)

- Why should this candidate
be considered for the cohort?

- How does this candidate
contribute to the diversity of
the group?

- Any potential connections
to JPL?

Why Join KISS? The ben-
efits of becoming a KISS Affili-
ate extend far beyond academic
credentials. You'll gain unique
insight into how space missions
come to life, meet the trailblaz-
ers who make it all happen, and
have the chance to contribute
to high-impact, cutting-edge
space research. You'll leave the
program not only with connec-
tions and knowledge but also
with the sense that you're tru-
ly a part of something bigger
- something that informs and
inspires your views on what’s
possible in space exploration.

So, if you're ready to take
your passion for space explo-
ration to the next level, talk to
your advisor about a nomina-
tion. The universe is waiting!

For more information or
to submit a nomination, visit
https://kiss.caltech.edu/affil-
iates/2025 solicitation.html
or email Antonio Soriano at
asoriano@caltech.edu.

plied and Computational
Mathematics (ACM) and In-
formation and Data Scienc-
es (IDS), Astrophysics (Ay),
Bioengineering (BE), Biology
(Bi), Business, Economics,
and Management (BEM) and
Economics (Ec), Chemical En-
gineering (ChE), Chemistry
(Ch), Computation and Neural
Systems (CNS), Computer Sci-
ence (CS), Electrical Engineer-
ing (EE), Geological & Plane-
tary Science (GPS), Materials
Science (MS) & Applied Phys-
ics (APh), Mathematics (Ma),
Mechanical Engineering (ME),
and Physics (Ph).

Likewise, SLEC will include
students, faculty, and admin-
istrative staff to address topics
relevant to student life while
ensuring a holistic approach to
enhancing the undergraduate
student experience. The SLEC
will consist of the following
committees:

- Special Topic Committees
- Extracurriculars and Campus
Relations.

- Standing Committees - First
Year Experience, Clubs, Events,
Admissions, Food, Athletics &
Recreation, Diversity & Inclu-
sion, Equity & Accessibility,
Health & Wellness, and Experi-
ential Learning & Professional
Development.

How to Sign Up

Scan the QR Code to fill out
the form to participate in both
SFC and SLEC committees. The
form can be found at both sfc.
caltech.edu and slec.caltech.
edu. The form will open on Oc-
tober 7th, 2024 and will close
at midnight on October 20th,
2024. We are looking forward
to working with everyone!

A QR Code
for SFC/SLEC
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Local Happenings in Pasadena:
Week of October 7

Alicia Zhang
The Outside World

New students, welcome to
Caltech! There’s a lot of great
places in and around Pasade-
na, ranging from flea markets,
art stores, boba, arcades, and

free museums.

Seasonal events:

Knott’s Scary Farm

Now - November 2, >$60

Knotts Berry Farm

Marking its 51st year in the
running, Knott’s Berry Farm
turns into a haunting park of
themed mazes and attractions,
with scare actors, spooky deco-
rations, and impressive themed
mazes with immersive environ-
ments.

Pasadena Pumpkin Patch

Monday - Friday 1 pm - 10
pm, Sat-Sun 10 am - 10pm, $3
entry (best bring cash)

900 N Lake Avenue

This little patch has been in
business for over 20 years! It’s
set up in the CVS parking lot
and features a wide variety of
pumpkins for sale. Come for
a good time on the bouncing
slides, giant bounce houses,
and petting zoo!

‘Carved’

Now - October 30, 6 - 10 pm,
$45 .

Come wander the beautiful
Descanso gardens through an
eerie pumpkin wonderland
filled with floating lanterns, a
glow-in-the-dark art installa-
tion, looming hay statues, and
giant hand-carved pumpkins.
The Camellia Forest and Rose
Garden will be decorated with
festive fall spirit and lit with
armies of glowing jack-o-lan-
terns as you wander through
the trail.

Recurring Events:

PCC Flea Market

November 3 and every first
Sunday monthly

8am - 3 pm, FREE

Pasadena City College park-
ing lot

The PCC Flea Market occurs
on the first Sunday of every
month. The parking lots along
S. Hill Avenue host over 400
vendors and mainly features
antiques and collectibles. If
you'’re a big fan of vinyls, there
are many vendors selling re-
cords inside the parking struc-
ture levels. Many students have
found great finds on plants,
jewelry, clothing, skateboards,
and other knick-knacks.

Rose Bowl Flea Market

November 12 and ever sec-
ond Sunday monthly

9 am - 3 pm, $12 regular ad-
mission

1001 Rose Bowl Drive, Pasa-
dena, CA

The legendary Rose Bowl
Flea Market has been happen-
ing on the second Sunday of
every month for over 50 years
with over 2,500 vendors in the
Rose Bowl Stadium. Some ven-
dors accept only cash so make
sure to hit up an ATM for those
sweet flea finds. A word of ad-
vice: to avoid the long box of-
fice lines, you can purchase
your ticket ahead of time on
Eventbrite at their website. If
you're really an early riser, VIP
admission is $20 which allows
you to access the flea market
from 5 am to 9 am, meaning
you can get to those valuable
finds before most of the crowd.

Cool Places to Check out:
The Blue Rooster Art
Su plies

is is a local independent
art store on East Colorado Blvd
with a store cat named Lizard.
They offer a 15% student dis-
count on all manner of art ma-
terials.

Norton Simon Museum

Free! (bring student ID)

411 W Colorado Blvd, Pasa-
dena, CA 91105

An astounding museum with
a world renowned private art
collection and home to works
by Picasso and Rembrandt, the
Norton Simon also has a beau-
tiful sculpture garden to walk
around in. They are currently
showcasing their new exhibit,
*Plugged In: Art and Electric
Light*, which features the work
of neon and glass benders, and
clockmakers as well as Andy
Warhol and Allen Ruppersberg.

Buffalo Exchange

468 E Colorado Blvd, Pasa-
dena, CA 91101

Commonly frequented by
students, this store offers an
eclectic collection for the avid
thrifter.

Happy Autumn!
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Women’s Soccer Highlight — September 28

them to receive her passes.

Maria Sanchez
Sports

Caltech Women’s Soccer
team had their second home

ame of the season, their first

ome game where Caltech
students can watch, this past
Saturday in the Caltech North
Field against La Verne. The
starting team, Sophie Steven
(CS ‘26, Venerable), Ellie Ya-
mada (BE ‘27, Ricketts), Marie
Choi-Schattle (ME ‘27, Flem-
ing), Georgia Malueg (CS/BEM
‘25, Fleming), Juni Polansky
(BE ‘25, Lloyd), Anusha Cha-
tha (pre-frosh ‘28, ?), Jennifer
Solgaard (EE ‘25, Lloyd), Aure-
lia Kuester (BE ‘27, Fleming),
Mia Gallo (ME ‘25, Venerable),
Katherine Marquis (ACM ‘25,
Lloyd), and Meher Banik (CS
‘26, Fleming), lined up and im-
mediately got to putting their
practice to work.

Right off the bat, they were
putting pressure on La Verne,
forcing them to pass too ear-
ly, or stealing the balls before
they could pass them. La Verne
really loved going down the
right side, putting defender
Anusha Chatha, the only start-
ing pre-frosh, in the spotlight.
Anusha did not disappoint, of-
ten sending the ball down to the
middles and forwards, trusting

However, as number 25 Mia
Gallo showed us today, anyone
on the field can defend. Mul-
tiple times, the middle player
would back up and defend her
goalpost. During a forward
push from La Verne, Mia got
the ball out of the danger zone
before it could reach our goalie,
Sophie Steven.

Immediately, La Verne was
putting pressure on Caltech.
Even when La Verne man-
aged to pass defense, Sophie
Steven and Haleigh Garden-
er, our goalies, managed to
get amazing saves from fast-
er-than-lightning strikes com-
ing from La Verne strikers.
Then both would blast the ball
to the other side of the field,
benefiting her forwards greatly.
If you thought one save was the
end of Sophie’s and Haleigh’s
contributions to the game,
then you are far from right.
Throughout the first half of
this game, Sophie and Haleigh
had a total of 10 saves, some
of which were within seconds
of each other during a chaotic
fight for the ball near the goal,
a situation that had all of us
sitting in the bleachers at the
edge of our seats. Multiple oth-
er players, like Meher, Georgia,
and Katherine, had memorable
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saves throughout the game.

There are two sides to this
game, defense *and* offense,
and many players showed
amazing offense, like num-
ber nine Marie Choi-Shattle
with three speedy shots at the
goal, and Anusha with accurate
throw-ins for her teammates.

Unfortunately, Caltech did
not get the game they were
expecting (the final score was
0-4 in favor of La Verne), but
we were able to speak to team
captain Meher Banik, who had
amazing saves and put pressure
on La Verne the whole game,
about her experience as a new
captain so far. As a captain and
main influence on her team,
she believes that “[they] are go-
ing to turn it around” after ev-
eryone gets “into their rhythm
of being back into classes.” She
is excited for this season and is
in good spirits after their great
game against Occidental. When
asked if she has a pre-game
routine, she enthusiastically
shared that she “always eats a
hot pocket” before her game,
how fun!

If youd like to support
Caltech Women’s Soccer, come
watch their next home game
against Redlands on Wednes-
day, October 9 at 4:00 PM. Go
Tech!

@:
@THECALIFORNIATECH
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Journalistic
Principles

The News-Opinion divide

All articles shall be clearly and explic-
itly labeled as either News or Opinion/
Editorial.

News articles report on topics that have
been thoroughly researched by Tech
staff writers, and should be impartial
to any one point of view. In a News
article, the writer shall not insert their
own personal feelings on the matter;
the purpose is to let the facts speak for
themselves. The Tech assumes full re-
sponsibility for all content published
as News.

In contrast, Opinion articles (including
Letters to the Editor) may be written
and submitted by anyone on any topic;
while the Tech will edit all published
Opinions to ensure no wrong or mis-
leading information, we do not other-
wise interfere. Again, the role of the
Tech here is to help the whole campus
communicate their ideas and share
their stories, not promote specific ones.
Content published as Opinions do not
necessarily represent the values of the
Tech or our staff.

An exception to this is Editorials, which
are written by Tech staff and represent
official opinions of the Tech. Any infor-
mation and sources in Editorials shall
be held to the same standard as News
reports, but there is no promise or ex-
pectation of impartial coverage.

Fair Reporting

All facts of major significance and rel-
evance to an article shall be sought out
and included.

If an assertion is made by a source
about a specific person or organization,
they shall be contacted and given a
reasonable amount of time to respond
before publication. In other words, no
second-hand information or hearsay
shall stand on its own.

Quotes and Attribution of Infor-
mation

Facts and quotes that were not collect-
ed directly by Tech reporters shall be
attributed. Articles shall clearly differ-
entiate between what a reporter saw
and heard first-hand vs. what a report-
er obtained from other sources.
Sources’ opinions are just that — opin-
ions. Expert opinions are certainly
given more weight, as are witness opin-
ions. But whenever possible, the Tech
shall report facts, or at least corrobo-
rate the opinions. A reporter’s observa-
tions at a scene are considered facts for
the purposes of a story.

Sources
All sources shall be treated with respect
and integrity. When speaking with
sources, we shall identify ourselves
as Tech reporters and clarify why we
would like to hold an interview. Sourc-
es for the Tech will never be surprised
to see their name published.
In published content, we shall put our
sources’ quotes into context, and — as
appropriate — clarify what question
was being answered.
We always ask that a source speak with
us on the record for the sake of journal-
istic integrity. We want our audience
to receive information that is credible
and useful to them. Named sources
are more trustworthy than unnamed
sources because, by definition, un-
named sources will not publicly stand
by their statements.
ﬁ;at being said, we realize that some
sources are unwilling to reveal their
identities publicly when it could jeop-
ardize their safety or livelihood. Even
in those cases, it is essential that the
Tech Editor-in-Chief knows the identi-
t{l of the source in question. Otherwise,
there can be no certainty about whether
%h% source and their quotes were falsi-
ed.
This also applies for Letters to the Ed-
itor and Opinion submissions to the
Tech. If the author requests that their
piece is published anonymously, the
must provide a reason, and we shall
consider it in appropriate circumstanc-
es. No truly anonymous submissions
shall be published. Conversely, no sub-
missions shall be published with the
author’s name without their consent.
When we choose not to identify a
source by their full name, the article
shall explain to readers why.

Corrections Policy

We strive for promptness in correcting
all errors in all published content. We
shall tell readers, as clearly and quickly
as possible, what was wrong and what
is correct.

Corrections to articles will be immedi-
ately updated on the online version of
the Tech at tech.caltech.edu. If appro-
priate, corrections will also be pub-
lished in the following Tech print issue.

Honor Code Applies
In any remaining absence of clarity, the
Honor Code is the guiding principle.
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CalGuesser

Every issue we'll show you a different location on campus.
Find the place and find the QR code hidden there to sign
the log book and win a fabulous prize?!?!

“On campus” is defined by the bounds of the map on
caltech.edu/map/campus.

The QR code will be hidden somewhere within the pictured area.

The California Tech

#14 The California Tech

Ep1rtors-iN-CHIEF
Michael Gutierrez
Unai Arrizabalaga

ManacGinG Ep1ToRS
Maxwell Montemayor
Victoria Davis
Alicia Zhang

Propuction MANAGER
Alanna Yelland

StAFF WRITERS
Theodore Havel
Thanhthanh Nguyen
William Feasey
Emily Yu
Maria Sanchez
Camilla Fezzi
Aaron Chan
Banana Fruity Dice

PuzzLe MASTERS
Enric Adillon
Madeline Hicks

Cowmics
Ellie Chen

Business MANAGERS
Jack Myles
Nora Xiao
Victoria Davis

ApVisor
Richard Kipling

The California Tech aims
to publish biweekly except
during vacation and exam-
ination periods by the Associ-
ated Students of the Califor-
nia Institute of Technology,
Inc. The opinions expressed
herein are strictly those of
the authors and advertisers.
Letters and submissions are
welcome; email submissions
to tech@caltech.edu, or sub-
mit them on our Discord
server  (https://discord.gg/
Zaah8749s2). The editors

Congrats, you found it!!!

Leave your name/pseudonym, year/department, and date found!

y sato mail services ® 925/24

lore GPS 10/1/24
Melvin Yee 104-6. 9/25/2024

Theodore Havel, intern, PMA

CalGuesser #13 — September 24, 2024

winners!

reserve the right to edit and
abridge all submissions for
any reason. All written work
remains property of its author.
The advertising deadline is 12
pm on Friday; all advertising
should be submitted electron-
ically or as camera ready art,
but The Tech can also do sim-
ple typesetting and arrange-
ment. All advertising inquiries
should be directed to the busi-
ness manager at tech@caltech.

<KL edu.

Last
week’s

PSA from the Mailing Office

It has come to our attention that there
is wrong information going around
about Mailbox assignments. Here are
the rules:

1. Mailboxes are assigned at check -in
and you keep them while you are an
active student

2. If you withdraw for whatever reason
the box is pulled and re-assigned. It is
not held.

3. Any correspondence/packages that
come in with your old MSC is re-
turned.

4. Mailboxes should be checked daily

Any questions contact either Alice
Edel — Tech Express aedel@caltech.edu

Or Darrell Goudeau - Manager Mail
Services/Tech Express
darrell.goudeau@caltech.edu

Tt

REPORTERS & CoLUMNISTS WANTED

Calling ALL members of the Caltech community — not just undergrads.
The California Tech is the voice of the people, and we need you to speak!

Visit tech.caltech.edu/write (or Qr code)
to see story ideas and open positions

= tech.caltech.edu/submit
o tech.caltech.edu/discord

}E{ tech@caltech.edu

communicating
thoughts and
feelings in a healthy
and effective
manner

manner
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